Fraternity & Sorority Life Terminology

Alumnus/Alumna
Member of a fraternity/sorority who has graduated; plural is alumni/alumnae.

Big Brother/Sister
An older member assigned to assist a new member or associate member.

Bid
A formal invitation to join a fraternity or sorority. A student may accept only one.
Bid Matching

A system for matching the choice of the potential member with the choice of the chapter during
Panhellenic Formal Recruitment.
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Hazing

Any action taken, created, or situated which intentionally, negligently, or recklessly subjects any person
to the risk of bodily harm or mental or physical harassment, intimidation, or bullying; interferes with
academic activities; or causing or encouraging any person to commit an act that would be a violation of



Neophyte/Neo
A term used to refer to new members of a CBFO. Sometimes abbreviated as Neo.

New/Associate Member
A term used to refer to a member of a fraternity or sorority who has accepted a bid but has not
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Council

Recruitment Counselor
An upper-class member of a NPC sorority, chosen and trained by the NPC to assist PNMs with
recruitment.

Ritual

A ceremonial event unique to each organization that plays out the ideals and principles of that
organization. They are the same for every chapter of the same fraternity or sorority, and are usually the
time when students take an oath to uphold the values of that organization.

Sands
A word used to acknowledge other members that crossed over in other organizations or in the same
organization, but a different chapter.

Snap Bidding
An option available to chapters not receiving quota by bid matching during NPC Formal Recruitment.

Stepping
An elaborate performance involving dance, marching and the traditional culture of an organization.

Stroll
A dance done in a line formation by members of cultural Greek organizations (usually at a party or step
show).

Total
The allowable chapter size as determined by the NPC. Chapters under this number are allowed to
participate in Continuous Open Bidding (COB).

Umbrella Organizations
The national or international groups to which Stockton fraternities and sororities belong to; governing
councils work on campus.

Unaffiliated
A student not in a fraternity or sorority

Unified Cultural Greek Council (UCGC)
This is the governing body for special



